( ( O Gear Help Me Buy a... Reflector

Hame: Peter Travers
Camera: Canon EOS 40D
Peter is deputy editor of PhotoFlus
and a Canon D-5LR nut. He's
passionate about portrait
photography and a big

advocate of using

reflectors to improve

his photos.

Mame: Derryn Vranch
Camera: Canon EOS 40D
Derryn is 33 and from Somerset.
He's been a keen amateur
photographer for the past five
years. His passion lies in

travel, street and candid
photography, but he wants

to learn more about

portraiture, and how to

use light and reflectors

more effectively.

98 | PhotoPlus May 2008




i cation whots By oy (el

We help you choose new kit

They’re invaluable bits of kit and every good photographer’s
got one. But which reflector is right for you? PhotoPlus
reader Derryn Vranch tries out five options for under £100

I,/"“‘b\l ne of the key factors in taking successful
"E'i Y photographs is understanding light. Whether
W it's sunny or cloudy, you're shooting indoors
or outdoaors, or you're using lights or flash, being able
to control and direct light onto your subjects can be
the difference between a good and bad photo. But
even with the most high-tech lighting set-ups or with
the best sunlight in the world, sometimes the light
just isn't in the right place. This is where a very basic
bit of kit comes in handy: the humble reflector.

Good reflectors can direct light onto your
subjects to help improve your photos. They can help
ta fill in shadows by bouncing light up into people’s
faces, highlighting features and diffusing bright
sunlight. Bear in mind reflectors aren't designed to
enhance your landscape photos; they're for working
close up on subjects such as portraits and still lifes.

So, what should you expect in a reflector? Most
modem reflectors are round with sprung frames

50 you can collapse them to a fraction of their size to
fit im your camera bag and, as they're flexible, they're
easy to bend to bounce light back onto your subjects.

On reflection
Basic budget reflectors come in white only, which
will give you a balanced and neutral light. Mid-priced
reflectors are reversible with, for example, white on
one side and silver on the other, the latter producing
a colder light. Top-end reflectors come as 5-in-1 and
evien F-in-1, with white, silver, gold and black ‘sleeves’
that vou can take on and off. Gold produces a warmer
light, ideal for projecting onto faces indoors or on
avercast days to replicate sunlight. Black reflectors
can help to bleck out the sun completely and to
improve ‘edge definition’ — helpful if yvou're shooting
close-ups of brightly-coloured flowers.

Some reflectors have a “sunfire’ surface ~ fine
strips of gold and silver that bounce lots of light and
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How to use
a reflector

Different colouresd

reflectors offer different

effects. Silver provices
& bright. cald light; white
provides neutral reflection;

curtfire offers abright armd
warm reflected Eght i
The position af your k

reflector is everything. Too *
close with a gold reflector

and your subject could look / d
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Mot e | WHITE REFLECTOR || SUNFIRE REFLECTOR
pifects, fyou're zoomed ; II'
on your subjact’s face ' #‘ AN
for & tight compaosition, W 1

you rmay need to position

your reflector amywhere

between 4-125n0 away

For head and shoulder

portraits, 121t may

e nough, Mowve your

reflector inand out and

watch the light change on
your subject unlil yol're
happy. then start shooting.

“Sunfire reflectors bounce”
lots of light and add warmth
to your subjects
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ibscribe to PhotoPlus today and save £1£! See page 26

Lee Reflector Pack

Price: £23 Web: www leefilters.com

Petor says “The cheapest reflector seton hest
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Lastolite Bottletop
5-in-1 75cm reﬁector

Price: £43 Web: v bolite, cor

Peter says “Lastolite

greatic
Eold v
oyt
£40 oo
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Bowens Oval Reflector
and Telescoplc holder

Price: £38 and £41 Web: woww bowens.coius
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Need help with buying new kit? Email photoplus@futurenet.co.uk ‘

Karlu 7-in-1
Coliap5|ble Reﬂector

Price: 250 Web: v

How to

collapse
a reflector

Ever tried and failed to fold
up an expanded reflecton?
It's harder than it looks, bat
easier than you thnk. Grip
the rim of the reflector firmby i
with both hands about a foot |
< nfire chiro i | & | g together as if you're closing a
ren and blue bac LIrds far ; . ook, bt turn your keft hand
under the right toforma
figure of eight. The bottom
half should want to bend
upwards Lo form a circle. Grip
it all together tomake acircle -
and pack it inta ks carry case!
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Derryn says
|had a greal day with
FracioPius usng Lhe refiectors to
IeTiprowar .J..:!' trails Eaclhvof
the reflectors offered something
different. The Lee tilters worked suyprisingly wel
but ! dant read anta DY reflector made from
sheats af paper. The Jessops’ Portadlashwas

effectve but too chean and cheerfutior me,

2 stand and el not
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Being very poriabes,
The reflecion d go fores ihe S-n-1 Lastolite,
It'< ligent 2rid eacy lowse - once ['d got the hang
of the elastic bottletop covers — and it reflected
bant well offallofits suriaces, especialky the godd
and sunfinc. Plus, i ‘:’?I azfoll
made. it's 5285y 10 pacH & Wy 3 ] i5 well-

oricad atjustover £40. W







